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DISORDER 135

holders whom he in vain tried to subdue. He
imprisoned his Minister and the Minister's three
sons, and finally had them all strangled. He
executed with revolting cruelty some hostages of
the landholders ; and, finally, in face of a rebellion
caused by his cruelty and by his oppressive imposts,
he had to fly from Srinagar to Punch. A pre-
tender occupied the throne for a year, during
which the people were at the mercy of bands of
rebels, while rival ministers contended for what
was left of regal power. Trade was at a standstill
and money scarce. The rightful ruler returned
and again occupied the throne, and, owing to the
want of union among the feudal landholders, was
able to retain it for another five years. But
eventually he also met the usual fate of Kashmir
kings, and was murdered, ‘
Jayashima, thd: successor, reigned for twenty-one
years, though he had found his country in a pitiable
state. The feudal landholders were like kings,
while the resources of the King and people alike
were well-nigh exhausted by the preceding
struggles. His predecessor had been unable by
force permanently to reduce the power and pre-
tensions of these petty nobles, and Jayashima tried
to effect the same object by cunning diplomacy
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