
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Younghusband - Kashmir.pdf/190

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.
138
Section



188 THE HISTORY OF KASHMIR

the ground for Mohamedan rule, and when Shah
Mir appeared there was little change in the system
of administration, which remained as before in the
hands of the traditional official class, the Brahmins.

From this time till the Moghal emperors finally
conquered Kashmir in 1586, there was, with one ex-
ception, the usual succession of weak rulers and con-
stant struggles between rival factions of territorial
magnates, But this one exception is worthy or
notice, as his reign is even now quoted by Kashmiris
as the happiest of their history. Zain-ul-ab-ul-din
(1420-70) was virtuous in his private life and liberal.
He was the staunch friend of the cultivators, and
built many bridges and constructed many canals.
He was fond of sport, and was tolerant towards
Brahmins, remitting the poll-tax on them, and
encouraging them by grants of land. He also
repaired some Hindu temples pd revived Hindu
learning. Further, he introduced many art-manu-
factures from foreign countries, and his Court was
thronged by poets, musicians, and singers.

But this reign seems to have been a mere oasis
in the dreary record, and it was followed by a
succession of weak reigns till 1532, when a direct
conquest of the country by a foreign invader was
effected. In that year Mirza Haider, with a follow-
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