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Section
141


THE MOGHALS 141

much of later on, implies prosperity. And of the
governors of Kashmir under the Moghals, we read
that many were enlightened, reduced taxation, and
put down the oppression of petty officials. But as
the Moghal Empire began to decay, the governors
became more independent and high-handed. The
Hindus were more oppressed. The officials fought
among themselves, and Kashmir fell once more into
wild disorder; and eventually, in 1750, came under
the cruellest and worst rule of all—the rule of the
Afghans, who to this day are of all the oppressive
rulers in the world the most tyrannical. The
period of Afghan rule was, says Lawrence, a time
of “brutal tyranny, unrelieved by good works,
chivalry, or honour.” Men with interest were
appointed as governors, who wrung as much money
as they could out of the wretched people of the,
valley. It was said’of them that they thought no
more of cutting off heads than of plucking a flower.
One used to tie up the Hindus, two and two, in
grass sacks and sink them in the Dal Lake. The
poll-tax on Hindus was revived, and many either
fled the country, were killed, or converted to Islam.

At last the oppression became so unendurable
“that the Kashmiris turned with hope to Ranjit
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