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148 THE HISTORY OF KASHMIR

of those wonderful strokes of fortune which must
have lent such zest and interest to life in those
otherwise sordid days. ,

It was due to the advent of the British upon
the scene. On the death of the strong, stern ruler,
Ranjit Singh, the Punjab had fallen into a state
of hopeless anarchy. His successor died pre-
maturely of excess, and Ranjit’s reputed son, Sher
Singh, once Governor of Kashmir, had marched
upon Lahore and seized the government in 1841.
The Punjab was now entirely in the hands of the
Sikh soldiery, whose movements were regulated
not by the will of the sovereign or of the minister,
but by the dictation of army committees. ‘The
minister, Dhyan Singh (Gulab Singh’s younger
brother) shot the ruler Sher Singh, and was in turn
murdered by a Sikh chieftain, Ajit Singh, who,
again, was murdered by the Sikh soldiers. Dhulip
Singh, so well known afterwards as an exile in
England, and then a child of five years of age, was
put on the throne, and from this time the army
became the absolute master of the State, though
Hira Singh, Dhyan Singh's son, and therefore
nephew of Gulab Singh, was nominally minister.
He tried to curb the army by distributing the
regiments, but the army committees would not
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