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CONDITION IN 1846 156

and with the aid of feudatories attacked Gulab
Singh’s troops. Gulab Singh had to apply to the
British Government to aid: him, and British troops
were accordingly sent to Jammu to enable Gulab
Singh to send his Jammu troops to Kashmir, and
two British officers, one of whom was the famous
Sir Henry Lawrence, accompanied Gulab Singh to
Srinagar. Owing to his character for oppression
and avarice he was not a popular ruler, and the
people did not welcome him. But with the
support of the British Government he was finally
able to establish his rule over Kashmir by the
end of 1846, and Sir Henry Lawrence returned to
Lahore.

The state of Kashmir when Gulab Singh took
‘it over was deplorable. The Government took
from two-thirds to three-quarters of the gross
produce of the land—about three times as much
as is now taken. The crops when cut by the
cultivators were collected in stacks. One-half was
taken as the regular Government share, and addi-
tional amounts were taken as perquisites of various
kinds, leaving one-third or even only a quarter with
the cultivators. Of this some was taken in kind
and some in cash. ‘The whole system of assessment
and collection was exceedingly complicated and
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