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156 THE HISTORY OF KASHMIR

workable only in the interests of the corrupt
officials; and Government held a monopoly in
the sale of grain. Gulab Singh during his lifetime
did very little to ameliorate this state of things.
He took things as he found them and troubled
little to improve them. He died in 1857, and was
succeeded by his son Ranbir Singh, who rendered
valuable services to Government during the
Mutiny, and received, in recognition, the right to
adopt from collateral branches an heir to the
succession on the failure of heirs-male of Gulab
Singh on whom alone the country had been con-
ferred by the British, Maharaja Ranbir Singh
died in 1885.

During his reign there was a steady improve-
ment, but it was very slow, and an account of
the condition of Kashmir then reads curiously
ill beside the account of the province now after
nearly a quarter of a century of the present
Maharaja's reign. The Maharaja Ranbir Singh
himself was extremely popular both with his
people and with Europeans—in this respect being
a marked contrast to his father. He was manly,
fond of sport, affectionate in his family, and simple
and moral in his private life. And Mr. Drew
has given a pleasant picture of how this chief,
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