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MAHARAJA RANBIR SINGH 157

in the old-fashioned way so liked by the people
and so conducive of good relations between rulers
and subjects, used to sit daily in public Durbar
in full view of his people, receiving and answer-
ing his people's petitions.

With the vastly more complicated system of
administration of the present day it is practically
impossible for a ruler of Kashmir to conduct his
business on precisely these lines; but I have seen
the same system working in Chitral, and quite
realise the advantages it has for small states. If
it does nothing else it teaches the people good
manners, for they learn from observation of others
how to comport themselves in high society. But
these public Durbars are also an education of no
small value. Here the people discuss men and
events. ‘They learn character and hear outside
news, and it is surprising to see how much more
native intelligence, dignity, and character men
brought up in these conditions have than the
school-bred men of to-day.

Ranbir Singh was then a typical ruler of a
type that is now almost gone. Unfortunately
he had not the officials capable of the immense
labour required to remove the terrible effects of
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