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Section
179


FORESTS 179.

Ali these forests are owned by the State, and are
now under the charge of a Forest Department, often
with a conservator from the Government service at

~its head. The boundaries of forests are being laid
down, and the State is determining under what
conditions neighbouring villagers and others may
be granted the customary concessions for felling
timber, grazing, and gathering grass and fuel. It
is usual for the State to let fuel and fodder be
gathered free, and to charge for grazing and for
cutting timber for building and agricultural pur-
pases. But the areas in which these operations
can be permitted, and the rates to be charged,
have to be fixed, and the operations regulated.
The trees are counted, marked for felling according
-to their age, and in regular succession, so as to
allow of young trees growing up to fill their place.
And in many other ways the forests are watched
go as to prevent their denudation, and all the
damage that would be caused through the rainfall
rushing off at once instead of being held up by the
trees. By the proper regulation of the forests
the State raises a handsome income; it secures the
soil being retained on the hill-sides; and it has
the water held up in springs as a reservoir; while
the authorities in the Punjab know that the rain
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