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Section
191


KARAKORAM RANGE 191

the geology of various districts of the Himalayas,
and he accompanied me to Tibet.

The highest peak in the world is Mount Everest,
which is taken to be 29,002 feet above sea-level,
and is situated at the back of Nepal. The second
highest is the peak K® situated on the boundary
between the Kashmir State and Turkestan, and on
the main watershed dividing the rivers of India
from the rivers of Central Asia. It is 28,250 feet
above the sea, and is visible from Haramokh on the
northern range of Kashmir.

It may be wondered why so high a peak has no
name, ‘The reason is that, though high, it is not
visible from any inhabited place. It is hidden
away in a remote mountain region behind other
peaks of almost as great magnitude, which being
nearer overshadow it—as Mount Everest itself: is*
overshadowed from Darjiling by the Kinchinjunga
range, ‘There is no village within six days’ travel
of K? on either side, and, consequently, until it was
fixed by observation of the Survey, it was unknown.
Colonel Montgomerie, when making the survey of
Kashmir, discovered K*, It was among a series of
peaks on what is known as the Karakoram range,
and each of these he designated by the capital
letter K, after Karakoram, and by a nuinber,
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