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210 THE STORY OF THE MOUNTAINS

pressing and crumpling of the earth’s crust—a
rising and subsiding, a throbbing and pulsation,
which at one time has brought Kashmir in direct
contact by land with Madagascar and South
Africa, and at another has brought it into through
communication by sea with both America and
Europe; and which, finally, has projected it upward
thousands of feet into the air. The evidence,
moreover, shows that millions of years have passed
while these titanic movements have been working
out their marvellous results.

Who can but be impressed by such ages and
such forces? Who that looks on those lovely
Kashmir mountains, and on the mighty peaks
which rise behind, and has learnt their long event-
ful history, can help being impressed by the im-
mensity of time their structure betokens, by the
magnitude of the movements unceasingly at work
within, and by the dignity with which they yet
present a front so impassive and sublime ?

To realise the full, long-measured roll of their
majestic evolution we should have to go back to
the time when the swift revolving sun—itself one
only among a thousand million other stars of no
less magnitude—swished off from its circumference
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