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12 SCENERY AND SEASONS

evening closed in I returned to camp, where
business kept me on the following day, but on the
day after I again rode out while it was yet dark.
As the first faint signs of dawn appeared I began
the ascent of the mountain with the shikaris. The
sky was clear and cloudless, The bluey-black
imperceptibly faded into grey. The mountain
slowly turned from grey to brown as we steadily
worked upward. The reposeful stillness which is
the characteristic charm of the mountains was only
broken by the cheerful chuckle of a partridge, or
the occasional twitter of some bird calling to its
mate. Then as we reached the summit of a ridge,
and I looked out through the greys and browns, a
sudden thrill struck through me as, all unexpect-
edly, my eye lit on the long flush of rosy pink
which the yet unrisen sun had thrown upon the
distant mountains, and which was the more pro-
nounced because their skyey background and their
base was still the grey of night. Not often does
one see a range of rosy mountains. And even now
the effect lasted for a short time only. For rapidly
a faint blue drowned the grey. The sky grew bluer
and bluer. The valley became filled with light.
But, alas! the rosy pink that had flushed the snowy
summits faded imperceptibly away to barren white-
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