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24 SCENERY AND SEASONS

of snowy ranges in the distance, you have Scotland
and something more. ‘

This is the valley especially reserved for the
sport of Viceroys, and here it was that in the autumn
of 1906 the Maharaja entertained Lord Minto.
And well do I remember the relief of the Viceroy
as he turned into the valley and left all ceremonials
and State business behind, and felt that here
at least he was in a haven of rest and natural
enjoyment. The air was clear and bracing, the
sky cloudless, and the evening sun throwing long
soothing shadows up the valley. Who could feel a
care while he fished or hunted stag in a valley
with more than the beauty and with all the fresh-
ness of his native land ?

I have said so much about Harwan and the
Dachigam valley as they are typical of the prettiest
parts of rural Kashmir and the side+valleys, but I
must now return to the description of Srinagar and
the main valley itself and go back to where we
left it in the spring. On April 1st, the chief glory
of the Kashmir spring, peach trees, were in full
blossom, and forming in the landscape little clouds
of the purest and most delicate pink, and giving it
an exquisite touch of light and colour. ‘The taller
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