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THE NISHAT BAGH 29

to give the country but an evil reputation. But the
final day of his stay redeemed all, and for that
single day he was good enough to say he would have
come the whole way from Caleutta. We drove
out along the shores of the Dal Lake to the Nishat
Bagh, and anything more exquisitely lovely than
the combination of the freshness of the young spring
green, with the whiteness of the snow now low
down on the mountain-sides, the blue sky, the
brilliant sunshine, the dreamy purply haze, the
mirror lake, the yellow mustard fields, and the
clouds of pink and white fruit blossom now
in its perfection, this earth can surely nowhere
show.

The lake was full from the recent rain, and
Japped up to the edge of the garden. On either
side of the gateway were masses of Kashmir lilac.
Stretching up the mountain-side, on either side
of the line *of fountains and waterfalls which
flowed down from the upper end of the garden,
was a long avenue of massive chenar trees just
freshly tinted with the budding foliage, and at the
sides and by the entrance were peach, and pear,
and cherry now in brilliant bloom. Slowly we
ascended the avenue, and then from the top looked
down between the great chenar trees, over the
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