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40 TRAVEL IN KASHMIR

has simply to pay his fare and his hotel bill, no
doubt pines for the virgin time of Kashmir travel
before the rattle of the tongas or the tooting of
the motor car was heard in the land.

Yet I doubt if all was bliss in those “good old
days.” Certainly Moorcroft, the first Englishman
to visit Kashmir, had no very comfortable time,
and must often in his turn have pined for a good
hotel, a clean room, and a decent dinner—and, who
knows, for a game of golf? Moorcroft visited
Kashmir in 1823, and first had enormous difficulty
in obtaining from Ranjit Singh, the ruler of the
Punjab, to whom Kashmir was then subject, leave
to come to Kashmir at all. He arrived there from
the north in the autumn, and had fresh difficulty
in obtaining permission to remain there for the
winter. At the quarters he occupied he was
“beset by crowds of people who not only filled
the garden, but also came in boats.” He was
pursued wherever he went by inquisitive crowds,
by importunate beggars, and by suspicious officials.
When he wished to make short excursions from
Srinagar objections were at once raised. When he
was at length allowed to leave for the Lolab,
officials were appointed to accompany him “to
watch his proceedings and check inquisitiveness,”
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