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44 TRAVEL IN KASHMIR

when it is liable to be blocked by snow over the
Murree hill and between Rampur and Baramula.
In such emergencies the alternative route by
Abbotabad may be used, and the traveller must
make up his mind to walk the few miles of bad
road near Rampur.

Instead of going all the way by road, boat may
be taken at Baramula for Srinagar. This, though
longer, is much more comfortable and enjoyable.
The time occupied is from two to three days.

At Srinagar there is no dak bungalow, but an
hotel—Nedou’s—which is open the whole year
round. Srinagar is the central starting-point for
all expeditions. Here house-boats, dunga-boats,
camp equipage, and all the paraphernalia of
Kashmir travel may be obtained, and shikaris and
servants engaged. House-boats are not indigenous
to Kashmir. They were introdueed by Mr. M.
T. Kennard about 1888, but now they may be
numbered by hundreds. Some are permanently
occupied by Europeans, who live in them nearly
the whole year round for years together, but most
are let out for the season. In midsummer they
are hot abodes, but they form a most convenient
and luxurious mode of travel. Each would con-
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