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50
SRINAGAR AND NEIGHBOURHOOD
mountains may be seen. A nobler site could not
be found. The Pampur plateau has the like
advantage of being high and dry and healthy, and
of being sufficiently raised above the ordinary level
of the valley to command views right over the fields
and marshes and wooded hamlets; and it also
immediately overhangs the river, and commands a
view of the most picturesque reaches in its course.
Either of these sites would have been preferable
to the present low-lying situation amid the swamps,
so muggy in summer and so chilly in winter. Yet
this site has attractions of its own, and built as it
is on either side of the river, with canals and
waterways everywhere intersecting it, and with
the snowy ranges filling the background of every
vista, the city of Srinagar must be ranked among
the most beautiful in the East, and in its peculiar
style unique.
The distinguishing feature is the combination of
picturesque but rickety wooden houses, of mosques
and Hindu temples, of balconied shops, of mer-
chants' houses and the royal palaces with the broad
sweeping river and the white mountain background.
Perhaps Srinagar never looks more beautiful than
in the fulness of spring towards the end of April,
when the Maharaja arrives from Jammu and enters
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