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52 SRINAGAR AND NEIGHBOURHOOD

sion. From many hung shawls, the distinctive
decoration of the city for state occasions, And
most beautiful feature of all, and only to be seen
at this time of year and in Kashmir, the earth-
covered roofs were now covered with fresh green
grass, with delicate mauve irises, and in some few
cases with the gorgeous scarlet Kashmir tulip. A
more beautiful object than a little mosque on the
edge of the river with its chalet-like roof covered
with this blaze of scarlet, its graceful spire tapering
skywards, its tassel-like bells of brass suspended
from the corners, the whole set in a group of over-
shadowing chenar trees, with the snowy ranges
in the far distance, the clear blue sky above and
the spring sunshine bathing all in warmth and
light, it would be hard indeed to find outside
Kashmir.

Beyond the seventh bridge is the Yarkand serai,
filled with the Tartar-featured Yarkandis from
Central Asia. Above this is the first neat, well-
constructed building—the Zenana hospital built
and supported by the State, and now lined by the
medical and nursing establishment come out to
welcome the Maharaja.
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