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Section
57


THE CHIEF MASJIDS 57

THe Jama Mass1p

The largest and most striking, though not the
most beautiful, of the Mohamedan buildings in
Srinagar is the Jama Masjid, which was built by
the Emperor Shah Jehan. It is constructed of
wood throughout, and is in the form of a square
enclosing a courtyard. The main building, of course,
faces towards Mecca. Here there is a forest of
pillars all of single deodar trees, and remarkable
for their height and grace. A staircase leads on
to the roof, from which a good view over the sea
of mud-roofed houses of Srinagar may be obtained.

Taken as a whole the building is not very
remarkable. The graceful steeples, of the style
characteristic of Kashmir, in the centre of each
“face are worthy of note. But all is in disrepair
and neglected, and is hardly worthy of a city of
over a hundred,thousand Mohamedans,

SHan Hamapan Massip

A more beautiful building than the Jama
Masjid is the graceful Mosque of Shah Hamadan,
situated close upon the river, and a very favourite
object for artists and photographers. It also is
built of wood with pointed steeple, beautifully
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