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60 SRINAGAR AND NEIGHBOURHOOD

as a whole probably belongs to the same period as
the other temples in Kashmir.

PANDRATHAN

Three miles up the river from Srinagar is the site
of what is very probably the original city of Srinagar
founded by Asoka. The name of Pandrathan now
given to the village is identified with the Purana-
dhisthana, or “ancient capital” of the records, and
this has been presumed to be the same as the
Srinagar founded by Asoka, the Buddhist king.
But of this city nothing now remains, and the
picturesque temple there is of later date. It was
built by the minister Meruvad-dhana in the begin-
ning of the tenth century, and dedicated to Vishnu.

THe Dat Lake

The Dal Lake, with the canal leading into it,
and the various gardens on its shores, is one of the
chief attractions of the neighbourhéod of Srinagar.
It is always lovely, but perhaps at no season more
beautiful than early in May. Passing through the
lock known as the Dal Darwaza, we glide through
channels of still, transparent water hedged in by
reeds and willows. On the right rises the Takht-i-
Suliman immediately out of the lake. In front
are the snowy ranges bordering the Sind valley.
Numerous side-channels branch off and intersect.
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