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THE DAL LAKE 61

The shores are covered with market gardens.
Country boats laden with their produce continually
pass, usually propelled by some old man or woman
squatting at the extreme prow, and balancing him
or herself there with extraordinary confidence and
skill. Numerous kingfishers of brilliant sky-blue
plumage flash across the water; and gorgeous
yellow golden orioles dart from tree to tree.
Clumps of noble chenar trees with the Kashmir
chalet houses are grouped along the banks, and
often overhang the mirror waters. Orchards of
quince trees with their delicate pink and white
blossom, and fields of brilliant yellow mustard line
the shores. Cows and their calves, sheep and their
little lambs, graze on the fresh igreen grass; and
pretty but dirty little children, geese and goslings,
‘ducks and ducklings, dabble in the water, and all tell
of the rich abundant life now bursting into being.’

Rounding a*turn in the canal a graceful Hindu
temple is seen forming the end of a reach, and on its
steps leading to the edge of the water and reflected
in it are picturesque groups of women, most of
them indeed in the dull brown which they wear
with lamentable frequency, but some of them also
in bright greens and yellows which furnish the
needed touch of colour to the scene.
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