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THE SHALIMAR BAGH 65

banks of soft green turf, and running between an
avenue of chenars and willows, is the Shalimar
Bagh, or royal garden, the favourite resort of the
Moghal Emperor Jehangir. The gardens can also
be reached by a beautiful road along the shores of
the lake, nine miles from the city of Srinagar.

The situation is not so beautiful as the site of
the Nishat Bagh, for it is almost on a level, and
is surrounded by a high wall. But it is only in
comparison with the Nishat Bagh that it can suffer
disparagement, and anywhere else than in Kashmir
it would be hard to find a more beautiful garden
than the Shalimar on an autumn evening, when the
great avenue of chenar trees is tinged with gold
and russet, when the lofty mountains which rise
behind it take on every shade of blue and purple,
and the long lines of fountains running through
the avenue sparkle in the sunshine.

The garden is remarkable too for a pavilion, with
exquisitely carved pillars of black marble. It is set
in a tank in which play numbers of fountains, and
round the borders of the tank are massive chenar
trees, The total length of the garden is 600 yards,
and it is arranged in four terraces, on three of which
are pavilions. There is a tradition that the garden

was originally larger than the present walled en-
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