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THE NEZ PERCÉS.
123


answers given as before—that “the white man's heart shall be
better, and the boundary-line shall be surveyed.”

Other treaty stipulations are still unfulfilled; and the
non-treaty party, while entirely peaceable, is very strong, and
immovably opposed to treaties.

In 1870, seven years after it was promised, the long deferred
survey of the reservation was made. The superintendent and
the agent both remonstrated, but in rain, against the manner in
which it was done; and three years later a Board of Special
Commissioners, appointed to inquire into the condition of the
Indians in Idaho, examined the fence put up at that time, and
reported that it was “a most scandalous fraud. It is a
post-and-board fence. The posts are not well set. Much of the lumber
is deficient in width and length. The posts are not dressed.
The lumber laps at any joint where it may chance to meet,
whether on the posts or between them, and the boards are not
jointed on the posts where they meet; they are lapped and
fastened generally with one nail, so that they are falling down
rapidly. The lumber was cut on the reservation. The
contract price of the fence was very high; the fencing done in
places of no value to any one, for the reason that water cannot
be had for irrigation. The Government cannot be a party to
such frauds on the people who intrust it with their property.”

In this year a commission was sent to Oregon to hold council
with the band of Nez Percés occupying Wallowa Valley, in
Oregon, “with a view to their removal, if practicable, to the
Nez Percé Reservation in Idaho. They reported this removal
to be impracticable, and the Wallowa Valley has been
withdrawn from sale, and set apart for their use and occupation by
Executive order.”[1]
This commission report that one of the most troublesome
questions in the way of the Government's control of Indian af-




	↑ 
Report of the Secretary of the Interior for 1873.
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