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APPENDIX.
434



DAKOTA, MONTANA, WYOMING, AND IDAHO.




The tribes residing in Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho
are divided as follows: in Dakota, about 28,000; Montana, 30,000;
Wyoming, 2000; and Idaho, 5000. The present temporary location
of the Red Cloud Agency has, however, drawn just within
the limits of Wyoming a body of Indians varying from 8000 to
9000, who are here, and usually reckoned as belonging to Dakota.




DAKOTA.




The Indians within the limits of Dakota Territory are the
Sioux, the Poncas, and the Arickarees, Gros Ventres, and
Mandans. * * *

Arickarees, Gros Ventres, and Mandans.—These tribes number
2200, and have a reservation set apart for their occupancy by
Executive order of April 12th, 1870, comprising 8,640,000 acres,
situated in the north-western part of Dakota and the eastern part
of Montana, extending to the Yellowstone and Powder rivers.
They have no treaty with the Government, are now and have
always been friendly to the whites, are exceptionally known to the
officers of the army and to frontiersmen as “good Indians,” and
are engaged to some extent in agriculture. Owing to the shortness
of the agricultural season, the rigor of the climate, and the
periodical ravages of grasshoppers, their efforts in this direction,
though made with a degree of patience and perseverance not
usual in the Indian character, have met with frequent and
distressing reverses; and it has from time to time been found necessary
to furnish them with more or less subsistence to prevent
starvation. They are traditional enemies of the Sioux; and the
petty warfare maintained between them and the Sioux of the
Grand River and Cheyenne River Agencies—while, like most
warfare confined to Indians alone, it causes wonderfully little loss
of life—serves to disturb the condition of these agencies, and to
retard the progress of all the parties concerned. These Indians
should be moved to the Indian Territory, south of Kansas, where
the mildness of the climate and the fertility of the soil would
repay their labors, and where, it is thought, from their willingness
to labor and their docility under the control of the Government,
they would in a few years become wholly self-supporting.
The question of their removal has been submitted to them, and
they seem inclined to favor the project, but have expressed a
desire to send a delegation of their chiefs to the Indian Territory,
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