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A HANDBOOK OF MODERN JAPAN



Justice of the Supreme Court in Korea. Meantime, the
Emperor, whose corrupt rule had brought his country to
its deplorable condition, abdicated, and his son succeeded
to the throne, while the new Crown Prince went over to
Japan to be educated and was granted a suitable domicile in
Tōkyō. Moreover, the Crown Prince of Japan made a visit
to Korea—the first instance of a Japanese Crown Prince
leaving his native land—and succeeded in conquering
prejudices and winning hearts.

The year 1907 was also memorable for some important
events in the Christian movement in Japan. In April, the
World's Student Christian Federation, composed of 625
delegates from 25 nations, in all parts of the world, convened
in Tōkyō, and, in an inspiring session of several
days, exemplified the practical application of their motto,
ut omnes unum sint.

The late General Booth, of the Salvation Army, made
a visit to Japan (April 16-May 24), received a most cordial
welcome, was honored by an audience with the Emperor,
and held a remarkable series of meetings in the
principal cities.

The National Sunday-school Association, which was organized
in May, was another application of the principle
of Christian unity. And the First Conference of the
(union) Methodist Church of Japan, meeting in Tōkyō
(May 22-June 7), on June 1, elected as its first bishop
Rev. Y. Honda, D.D., the first native to be elected to such
an important ecclesiastical position in the Far East.

The short stop-over made in Japan by Hon. William H.
Taft, then United States Secretary of War, on his way to
Manila, was one which truly warranted his additional title
of "Secretary of Peace." In a speech on October 1, at a
banquet given in his honor in Tōkyō, he made a profound
impression when he said: "War between Japan and the
United States would be a crime against modern civiliza-
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