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A HANDBOOK OF MODERN JAPAN



This is a document[1] of immense importance, which must
stand as a perpetual reminder that a war between Japan
and the United States would be a crime.

In July, 1908, the Saionji Ministry resigned, ostensibly
on account of the Premier's illness, and Marquis Katsura
was again called upon to form a Cabinet.

Inasmuch as the great prosperity which immediately
followed the Russo-Japanese War had led to some extravagance
and reckless speculation, the Emperor felt impelled
to issue in October, 1908, an edict of warning to
the people.

One more important event of this year should be chronicled—the
completion of the railway which runs the length
of the island of Formosa. This is facilitating greatly
the development of the resources of that "Beautiful Isle."

In June, 1909, Prince Itō resigned his position as Resident-General
in Korea, and was succeeded by Viscount
Sone, who had been Vice-Resident-General. In July, the
administration of justice and prisons was transferred to the
Resident-General. In October, Prince Itō was assassinated
at Harbin by a Korean fanatic; and, in December, an
unsuccessful attempt was made at Seoul upon the life of
the Korean Prime Minister by another fanatic. Prince
Itō, as the greatest statesman of Modern Japan, was especially
honored with a most elaborate state funeral.

The year 1909 was also marked by a Semi-Centennial
Conference, held in Tōkyō, October 5-10, to commemorate
the beginning of Christian missions in New Japan. It
was "the first national conference in which the Japanese
and missionaries coöperated on an equal footing"; it
marked "the emergence of the Japanese Church from infancy
to youth; from the stigma of being an alien parasite
to the acknowledged status of an indigenous institution";


	↑ For text, see end of Appendix.
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