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Boating.



the instant, when his stroke concludes, he obtains for the
moment a rectification of balance ; the flat blades stop rolling
to either side ; when he has thus steadied his crafi, then he
can essay to lift his blades and to get forward. If he once
yields to this insidious temptation, he runs the risk of spoiling
himself as a seuller, and ef ensuring that he will never rise
beyond mediocrity, The hang back, and the sloppy feather,
which are to be seen in so many second-class scullers, may
almost invariably, if the history of the sculler be known, be
traced to want of nerve and of confidence in early days to
feather boldly, and to lift the sculls sharp from the water,
regardless of rolling. Of course, for the nonce, the sculler can
sit steadier, and therefore make more progress, if he thus
steadies his craft with his blades momentarily flat; and it is
because of this fact that so many beginners are seduced into
the trick, But let the sculler pluck up courage, and endeavour
to imagine himself still afloat in his gig. Tet him turn his
wrists as sharply as when he was in her, and lift his blades
boldly out, not even caring if he rolls clean over. There really
is little chance of his so capsizing. If he rolls, his one blade
or other floats in the water, and being strung over at the row-
lock, cannot well let his boat turn over, so long as he holds on
to the handle. Meantime, he must sit tight to his boat, and
use his feet to balance her with his body. He must not try to
row too fast a stroke ; a quick stroke hides faults, and speed
tends to keep a light craft on an cven keel so long as her crew
are fresh ; but style is not learned while carsmen or scullers
are straining their utmost. Tf the sculler finds that he really
cannot make progress in his wager boat, he must assume that he
wants another spell of practice in his tub, and must revert again
to her for a week or two, or more. If he will only persevere in
studying even and simultaneous action of hands, he will get his
reward in time.

He should not be ambitious to race too soon. Many a
young sculler spoils himself by aspiring to junior scullers’ races
before he is ripe for racing. It is a temptation to have a ‘flutter,’
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