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Sculling.
137


by the handles of the sculls as they come home for the last
three or four inches of their journey. Casamajor always re-
covered then, so did Hanlan, so did Parker, and any sculler
who does likewise will sin (if he does sin in the opinion of
some hypercritics of style) in first-class company. The fact is,
this very long swing back (with straight arms) entails much
recovery, and yet materially adds to pace. The sculler can
afford to ease his recovery in return for the strain of his long
stroke. Also lest his long swing should press the boat’s bows,
he can ease her recovery as well as his own, so soon as the
main force of the long drag comes to an end. In the writer's
opinion, unless a sculler really does go back @ /a Casamajor &
Co. with straight arms and stiff back, and until his sculls come
out of the water almost of their own accord as he brings his
hands in, it is not an advantage for him to pull himself up to
his handles to this trifling extent at the finish. A sculler who
does not swing back further than when he is rowing, will do
best to row his sculls home just as he would an‘oar,

In racing all men like a lead: If a sculler can take a lead
with his longest stroke, swinging back as far as he can, and can
fee] that he is not doing a stroke too fast for his stamina, by all
means let him da so ; but let him be careful not to hurry his
stroke and thereby to shorten his back swing simply for the sake
of alead. Many a long-swing sculler spoils his style, at all
events for the moment, by sprinting and trying to cut his
opponent down. It is almost best for him if he finds that
opponent has the pace of him, and if he therefore relapses to
his proper style, and bides his time. If he does so, he will go
all the faster over the course for sticking to his style regardless
of momentary lead. Some scullers lay out their work for pace,
regardless of lasting power. When Chambers rowed Green in
1863. he tried to head the Australian, flurried himself, shortened
his giant reach, lost pace, and, after all, lost the lead. When
he realised that, force pace as much as he could, Green was
too speedy, the ‘l'yne man settled to his long sweep, and at
once went all the faster, though now sculling a slower stroke.
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