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6
Boating.



three-timbered sanpan, and the original types of raft wet float
in the Malay Archipelago.

But we must follow the development of our special pastime
through its embryonic stage to a moment when, all unknown
and unseen in the womb of time, like the sudden changes which
differentiate the gradual ascents from a lower to a higher being,
unseen, unknown, and unwritten in history, that great event
occurred, the birth of the first ‘dug-out’ canoe. Unnoticed
perhaps at the lime, the importance of the event was recognised
by the poet in after ages as a real forward step in the onward
progress of the arts.[1] ‘Rivers then first the hollowed alders felt”

To some primitive man or men in adyance of their fellow
men, the idea of flotation, as apart from the mere buoyancy of
the material, had occurred, and suggested the hollowing out of
the log, Wherever and whenever this was first effected, it was
a great event in the world’s progress. A simple thought had
wedded fact destined to be fruitful to all future ages. O prototype of the longboat—of the frail eights which freighted with
contending crews speed yearly over Father Thames amidst the
cheers and applause of thousands! Where wast thou launched?
What dusky arms propelled thee? What wild songs of exultation heralded thy first successful venture? Once achieved, what present benefits, what future triumphs didst thou not ensure to man? In the power of carrying something, or anything beside the living freight, dry and secure, and in the
increased facility of movement and of turning, must have been:
manifest from the first the advantage of the canoe over the raft,
where the lapping of the water and the wash of the wave, in
spite of all contrivances, could scarce be kept out. How soon
must efforts have been made to increase this advantage to
obtain greater carrying power and greater speed! The application of the sail was made possible by the ingenious adaptation: of the outrigger, a trunk of light wood laid parallel to the side of the dug-out at some feet distance, and attached to it by transverse bars. The oldest type and the type with this


	↑ Virg. Georg. i. 136: ’Tune alnos primum fluvii sensere cavatas,’
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