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in the stroke. This would tend to tire them prematurely, and
if the pace could be kept up, Trickett would soon have realised.
the effects of this salient fault of his. But Sadler was older,
staler, and more grizzled than ever. He made a poor fight
against ‘lrickett, and a few weeks later in the Thames Regatta
Sculls he came in newhere, finishing even behind old ‘Jock’
Anderson, who never had been more than a third-rate sculler.
Enough was then seen to show that our best sculler, as to style,
was hopelessly old and stale, and that our new men, even if
faster than he, had no style to make them worthy to uphold
the old country’s honours on the water. Trickett returned to
Australia without trying conclusions with any other of our
scullers for the championship. He made a match with Lums-
den, a Tyne man, but the latter forfeited. If at the moment it
had been known that the Sadler of 1876 was some ten lengths
in the mile inferior to the Sadler of 1875, it is likely that Lums-
den would have gone to the post, and that some other British
sculler would also have endeavoured, while there was time, to
arrange a match with the Australian.

‘The title of Champion of the World had now left England.
Sadler retired, and there was still an opening for candidature
for his abandoned title. As regards the now purely local
honours of the representatives of Britain in sculling, Mr. Charles
Bush, a well-known supporter of professional sculling, had
found a coal-heaver, by name Higgins, who had shown good
form ina Thames regatta, and was looked upon as the rising man
of the Thames. There was also a rising sculler of the name of
Blackman, who had won the Thames Regatta Sculls. Higgins
was matched for champion honours against Boyd, and’ the
match came off on May 20, 1877. ‘Uhe wind blew a gale from
S.W., and Boyd had the windward station. In such a cross
wind station alone sufficed to decide the race, and Boyd won
easily. The two met again on October 8 of the same year,
and Higgins proved himself the better stayer of the two. He
had a better idea of sliding than Boyd, and used his legs better
and swung farther back. Boyd stuck to his piston action, and
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