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On September 18; Beach met Gaudaur for the champion-
ship over the Putney course. each was, as the race showed,
a little ‘off ;* apparently he had been indulging ; for to look
at Gaudaur few would have expected him to make such a close
fit of the race as he did. The stakes were 500/.a side. ‘he
tide was a good one, and the water was smooth beyond Ham-
mersmith, Beach led, and seemed to have the race safe off
Chiswick. Then he began to Jose ground, Gaudaur came up
to him, and Beach stopped, apparently rowed out, Possibly
he had ‘stitch,’ as the sequelshows. Gaudaur got just in front
of Beach, and could not get away. Beach stopped again, and
still Gaudaur could do little better than paddle. Half way up
Horse Reach Beach seemed to recover, and once more came
up with his man. He led by a few feet at Barnes Bridge, and
after that drew steadily away, winning by three lengths in the
exceptionally good time of 22 min. 3o secs. or 22 min. 29 secs.

A week later Beach did a much finer performance, for time.
He rowed Wallace Ross for the championship, over the usual
course, and beat him in a common paddle, without being
extended, and with wind foul, on a wea tide, in 23 min, 5 sccs.
The pace of this tide, let alone foul wind, must haye been
about a minute to a minute and a quarter (if not more) slower
than the tide on which Beach and Gaudaur had sculled some
days before. ‘Those who know the effect of tides on pace, will
admit that this last performance, all things considered, is
Beach’s best, and is also the best ever accomplished by any
sculler over the Thames tideway coursc. Had Beach been on
a spring tide that day, and been doing his hest, he would
probably have done a good deal faster than 21 min. 30 secs,
over our champion course, All factors considered, we believe
that the present champion sculler is the fastest that the world
has yet produced, better than even Hanian at his best. To
compare him with the best old fixed-seat champions would be
invidious to all parties. Each in his day made the best of the
mechanical appliances at his disposal, and was A1 in style for
their use.
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