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Boating.



except Henley. Its fortunes hang on the Kingston Rowing
Club, but it is well patronised by tideway clubs.

Regattas have for a season or two been known at Staines
and Chertsey, but they depended on some one or two local
men of energy, and, when this support failed, they died out,

Reading has a good reach, and has of late come to the fore
with a good miecting and a handsome challenge cup.

To return to watermen’s regattas. The late Mr. J. G.
Chambers, and a strong gathering of amatcur allies of his, re-
vived a second series of Thames regattas in 1868 ; these meet-
ings were confined to watermen and other professionals, whose
doings are scheduled in ‘Tables’ hereafter. How the second
series of Thames National regattas followed the fate of series
No. 1, and of the ‘ Royal Thames Regatta’ before that, will be
found in the chapter on professional rowing. The so-called
‘International’ Regatta lived but two years, and fell through
so soon as its mercenary promoters came: to the conclusion
that they could not see their way to harvest filthy lucre out
of it.

There used to be a well-attended regatta at Talkintarn, in
the Lake district. It died out from causes similar to those
which led to the collapse of the ‘Royal’ Thames regattas, Le.
the dedication of its prizes to those who could win them a
certain number of times consecutively. The Messrs. Brick-
wood thus became the absolute owners of the chief prize for
pairs, and a Tyne crew became the proprietors of the four-oar
prize.

‘The Tyne, the Wear, Chester, Bedford, Tewkesbury, Wor-
cester, Bridgenorth, Bath, and other provincial towns produce
regattas, but none of them succeed in drawing many of the
leading Thames clubs, and without these no regatta ever estab-
lishes cven second-class prestige.

‘The rules of Henley Regatta are here appended. They
serve to inform intending ‘competitors of the code under which
they wil] have to enter and to row, and they may also offer valu-
able hints to other regatta exccutives, present and future.
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