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and the answer is perfectly well known. And is not this,
after all, what we want to know much rather than the other?
Why should we want to know the probability that the fact
will accord with our conclusion? That implies that we
are interested in all possible worlds, and not merely the one
in which we find ourselves placed. Why is it not much
more to the purpose to know the probability that our conclusion
will accord with the fact? One of these questions
is the first above stated and the other the second, and I
ask the reader whether, if people, instead of using the word
probability without any clear apprehension of their own
meaning, had always spoken of relative frequency, they
could have failed to see that what they wanted was not to
follow along the synthetic procedure with an analytic one,
in order to find the probability of the conclusion; but, on
the contrary, to begin with the fact at which the synthetic
inference aims, and follow back to the facts it uses for
premises in order to see the probability of their being such
as will yield the truth.

As we cannot have an urn with an infinite number of
balls to represent the inexhaustibleness of Nature, let us
suppose one with a finite number, each ball being thrown
back into the urn after being drawn out, so that there is
no exhaustion of them. Suppose one ball out of three is
white and the rest black, and that four balls are drawn.
Then the table on pages 95-96 represents the relative frequency
of the different ways in which these balls might
be drawn. It will be seen that if we should judge by these
four balls of the proportion in the urn, 32 times out of 81
we should find it 1/4, and 24 times out of 81 we should find it
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