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is no body not accelerated toward the earth; so that the
uniformity consists in the non-occurrence in Nature of a
certain combination of characters (in this case, the combination
of being A with being non-B).[1] And, conversely,
every case of the non-occurrence of a combination of characters
would constitute a uniformity in Nature. Thus, suppose
the quality A is never found in combination with the
quality C: for example, suppose the quality of idiocy is
never found in combination with that of having a well-developed
brain. Then nothing of the sort A is of the sort
C, or everything of the sort A is of the sort non-C (or say,
every idiot has an ill-developed brain), which, being something
universally true of the A's, is a uniformity in the
world. Thus we see that, in a world where there were no
uniformities, no logically possible combination of characters
would be excluded, but every combination would exist in
some object. But two objects not identical must differ in
some of their characters, though it be only in the character
of being in such-and-such a place. Hence, precisely the
same combination of characters could not be found in two
different objects; and, consequently, in a chance-world every
combination involving either the positive or negative of
every character would belong to just one thing. Thus, if
there were but five simple characters in such a world,[2] we
might denote them by A, B, C, D, E, and their negatives


	↑ For the present purpose, the negative of a character is to be considered
as much a character as the positive, for a uniformity may either
be affirmative or negative. I do not say that no distinction can be drawn
between positive and negative uniformities.

	↑ There being 5 simple characters, with their negatives, they could
be compounded in various ways so as to make 241 characters in all, without
counting the characters existence and non-existence, which make up
243 or 3^5
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