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orderly and some are disorderly, which is precisely what
we observe in the actual world. Tillotson, in the passage
of which a part has been quoted, goes on to ask, "How long
might 20,000 blind men which should be sent out from
the several remote parts of England, wander up and down
before they would all meet upon Salisbury Plains, and fall
into rank and file in the exact order of an army? And yet
this is much more easy to be imagined than how the innumerable
blind parts of matter should rendezvous themselves
into a world." This is very true, but in the actual
world the blind men are, as far as we can see, not drawn up
in any particular order at all. And, in short, while a certain
amount of order exists in the world, it would seem that
the world is not so orderly as it might be, and, for instance,
not so much so as a world of pure chance would be.

But we can never get to the bottom of this question until
we take account of a highly-important logical principle[1]
which I now proceed to enounce. This principle is that
any plurality or lot of objects whatever have some character
in common (no matter how insignificant) which is peculiar
to them and not shared by anything else. The word
"character" here is taken in such a sense as to include
negative characters, such as incivility, inequality, etc., as
well as their positives, civility, equality, etc. To prove the
theorem, I will show what character any two things, A and
B, have in common, not shared by anything else. The
things, A and B, are each distinguished from all other
things by the possession of certain characters which may be
named A-ness and B-ness. Corresponding to these posi-*


	↑ This principle was, I believe, first stated by Mr. De Morgan.
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