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In like manner, if any one claims to have discovered a
plan in the structure of organized beings, or a scheme in
their classification, or a regular arrangement among natural
objects, or a system of proportionality in the human form,
or an order of development, or a correspondence between
conjunctions of the planets and human events, or a significance
in numbers, or a key to dreams, the first thing we
have to ask is whether such relations are susceptible of
explanation on mechanical principles, and if not they should
be looked upon with disfavor as having already a strong
presumption against them; and examination has generally
exploded all such theories.

There are minds to whom every prejudice, every presumption,
seems unfair. It is easy to say what minds these
are. They are those who never have known what it is to
draw a well-grounded induction, and who imagine that
other people's knowledge is as nebulous as their own. That
all science rolls upon presumption (not of a formal but of
a real kind) is no argument with them, because they cannot
imagine that there is anything solid in human knowledge.
These are the people who waste their time and
money upon perpetual motions and other such rubbish.

But there are better minds who take up mystical theories
(by which I mean all those which have no possibility of
being mechanically explained). These are persons who are
strongly prejudiced in favor of such theories. We all have
natural tendencies to believe in such things; our education
often strengthens this tendency; and the result is, that to
many minds nothing seems so antecedently probable as
a theory of this kind. Such persons find evidence enough
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