
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Chance, love, and logic - philosophical essays (IA chancelovelogicp00peir 0).pdf/232

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.
	duced it is produced in considerable quantities, to mention

only one argument. We have reason to think there is no
attar in the lichen, because essential oils seem to be in
general peculiar to single species. If the question had been
whether there was iron in the wheat or the lichen, though
chemical analysis should fail to detect its presence, we
should think some of it probably was there, since iron is
almost everywhere. Without any such information, one
way or the other, we could only abstain from any opinion as
to the presence of the substance in question. It cannot, I
conceive, be maintained that we are in any better position
than this in regard to the presence of the element of chance
or spontaneous departures from law in nature.

Those observations which are generally adduced in favor
of mechanical causation simply prove that there is an element
of regularity in nature, and have no bearing whatever
upon the question of whether such regularity is exact
and universal, or not. Nay, in regard to this exactitude, all
observation is directly opposed to it; and the most that can
be said is that a good deal of this observation can be explained
away. Try to verify any law of nature, and you
will find that the more precise your observations, the more
certain they will be to show irregular departures from the
law. We are accustomed to ascribe these, and I do not
say wrongly, to errors of observation; yet we cannot usually
account for such errors in any antecedently probable way.
Trace their causes back far enough, and you will be forced
to admit they are always due to arbitrary determination,
or chance.

But it may be asked whether if there were an element











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Chance,_love,_and_logic_-_philosophical_essays_(IA_chancelovelogicp00peir_0).pdf/232&oldid=11100069"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:38
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:38.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








