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continuity, that when any particular kind of feeling is
present, an infinitesimal continuum of all feelings differing
infinitesimally from that is present.



THAT FEELINGS HAVE SPATIAL EXTENSION

Consider a gob of protoplasm, say an amœba or a slime-mould.
It does not differ in any radical way from the
contents of a nerve-cell, though its functions may be less
specialized. There is no doubt that this slime-mould, or
this amœba, or at any rate some similar mass of protoplasm
feels. That is to say, it feels when it is in its excited condition.
But note how it behaves. When the whole is
quiescent and rigid, a place upon it is irritated. Just at
this point, an active motion is set up, and this gradually
spreads to other parts. In this action, no unity nor relation
to a nucleus, or other unitary organ can be discerned. It
is a mere amorphous continuum of protoplasm, with feeling
passing from one part to another. Nor is there anything
like a wave-motion. The activity does not advance to
new parts, just as fast as it leaves old parts. Rather, in
the beginning, it dies out at a slower rate than that at which
it spreads. And while the process is going on, by exciting
the mass at another point, a second quite independent state
of excitation will be set up. In some places, neither excitation
will exist, in others each separately, in still other
places, both effects will be added together. Whatever there
is in the whole phenomenon to make us think there is feeling
in such a mass of protoplasm,—feeling, but plainly no
personality,—goes logically to show that that feeling has
a subjective, or substantial, spatial extension, as the excited
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