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ideas shall surrender their peculiar arbitrariness and caprice
entirely; for that would be self-destructive. It only requires
that they shall influence and be influenced by one
another.

Fifth, in what measure this unification acts, seems to be
regulated only by special rules; or, at least, we cannot in
our present knowledge say how far it goes. But it may
be said that, judging by appearances, the amount of arbitrariness
in the phenomena of human minds is neither
altogether trifling nor very prominent.



PERSONALITY

Having thus endeavored to state the law of mind, in general,
I descend to the consideration of a particular phenomenon
which is remarkably prominent in our own consciousnesses,
that of personality. A strong light is thrown
upon this subject by recent observations of double and
multiple personality. The theory which at one time seemed
plausible that two persons in one body corresponded to the
two halves of the brain will, I take it, now be universally
acknowledged to be insufficient. But that which these
cases make quite manifest is that personality is some kind
of co-ordination or connection of ideas. Not much to say,
this, perhaps. Yet when we consider that, according to the
principle which we are tracing out, a connection between
ideas is itself a general idea, and that a general idea is a
living feeling, it is plain that we have at least taken an appreciable
step toward the understanding of personality.
This personality, like any general idea, is not a thing to
be apprehended in an instant. It has to be lived in time;
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