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COMMUNICATION

Consistently with the doctrine laid down in the beginning
of this paper, I am bound to maintain that an idea can only
be affected by an idea in continuous connection with it.
By anything but an idea, it cannot be affected at all. This
obliges me to say, as I do say, on other grounds, that what
we call matter is not completely dead, but is merely mind
hide-bound with habits. It still retains the element of
diversification; and in that diversification there is life.
When an idea is conveyed from one mind to another, it is
by forms of combination of the diverse elements of nature,
say by some curious symmetry, or by some union of a tender
color with a refined odor. To such forms the law of mechanical
energy has no application. If they are eternal,
it is in the spirit they embody; and their origin cannot be
accounted for by any mechanical necessity. They are embodied
ideas; and so only can they convey ideas. Precisely
how primary sensations, as colors and tones, are excited,
we cannot tell, in the present state of psychology. But in
our ignorance, I think that we are at liberty to suppose
that they arise in essentially the same manner as the other
feelings, called secondary. As far as sight and hearing
are in question, we know that they are only excited by vibrations
of inconceivable complexity; and the chemical
senses are probably not more simple. Even the least psychical
of peripheral sensations, that of pressure, has in its
excitation conditions which, though apparently simple, are
seen to be complicated enough when we consider the molecules
and their attractions. The principle with which I
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