
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Chance, love, and logic - philosophical essays (IA chancelovelogicp00peir 0).pdf/307

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.
Philosophy (Vol. II, p. 156), I pointed out that a person
is nothing but a symbol involving a general idea; but my
views were, then, too nominalistic to enable me to see that
every general idea has the unified living feeling of a person.

All that is necessary, upon this theory, to the existence
of a person is that the feelings out of which he is constructed
should be in close enough connection to influence one another.
Here we can draw a consequence which it may be
possible to submit to experimental test. Namely, if this
be the case, there should be something like personal consciousness
in bodies of men who are in intimate and intensely
sympathetic communion. It is true that when the
generalization of feeling has been carried so far as to include
all within a person, a stopping-place, in a certain
sense, has been attained; and further generalization will
have a less lively character. But we must not think it will
cease. Esprit de corps, national sentiment, sympathy, are
no mere metaphors. None of us can fully realize what the
minds of corporations are, any more than one of my brain-*cells
can know what the whole brain is thinking. But the
law of mind clearly points to the existence of such personalities,
and there are many ordinary observations which,
if they were critically examined and supplemented by special
experiments, might, as first appearances promise, give evidence
of the influence of such greater persons upon individuals.
It is often remarked that on one day half a dozen
people, strangers to one another, will take it into their heads
to do one and the same strange deed, whether it be a physical
experiment, a crime, or an act of virtue. When the
thirty thousand young people of the society for Christian
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