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				This page needs to be proofread.
	posed
. . . . Every man can promote his own interests a

great deal more effectively than he can promote any one
else's, or than any one else can promote his." Besides, as
he remarks on another page, the more miserly a man is,
the more good he does. The second motive "is the most
dangerous one to which society is exposed." Love is all
very pretty: "no higher or purer source of human happiness
exists." (Ahem!) But it is a "source of enduring
injury," and, in short, should be overruled by something
wiser. What is this wiser motive? We shall see.

As for public spirit, it is rendered nugatory by the "difficulties
in the way of its effective operation." For example,
it might suggest putting checks upon the fecundity
of the poor and the vicious; and "no measure of repression
would be too severe," in the case of criminals. The hint
is broad. But unfortunately, you cannot induce legislatures
to take such measures, owing to the pestiferous "tender
sentiments of man towards man." It thus appears,
that public-spirit, or Benthamism, is not strong enough to
be the effective tutor of love, (I am skipping to another
page), which must, therefore, be handed over to "the motives
which animate men in the pursuit of wealth," in which
alone we can confide, and which "are in the highest degree
beneficent."[1]  Yes, in the "highest degree" without exception
are they beneficent to the being upon whom all their
blessings are poured out, namely, the Self, whose "sole
object," says the writer in accumulating wealth is his in-*


	↑ How can a writer have any respect for science, as such, who is
capable of confounding with the scientific propositions of political economy,
which have nothing to say concerning what is "beneficent," such
brummagem generalisations as this?
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