
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Chance, love, and logic - philosophical essays (IA chancelovelogicp00peir 0).pdf/326

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.
*ticism, and agapasticism. On the other hand the mere
propositions that absolute chance, mechanical necessity,
and the law of love, are severally operative in the cosmos,
may receive the names of tychism, anancism, and agapism.

All three modes of evolution are composed of the same
general elements. Agapasm exhibits them the most clearly.
The good result is here brought to pass, first, by the bestowal
of spontaneous energy by the parent upon the off-*spring,
and, second, by the disposition of the latter to catch
the general idea of those about it and thus to subserve
the general purpose. In order to express the relation
that tychasm and anancasm bear to agapasm, let me borrow
a word from geometry. An ellipse crossed by a
straight line is a sort of cubic curve; for a cubic is a curve
which is cut thrice by a straight line; now a straight line
might cut the ellipse twice and its associated straight line
a third time. Still the ellipse with the straight line across
it would not have the characteristics of a cubic. It would
have, for instance, no contrary flexure, which no true cubic
wants; and it would have two nodes, which no true cubic
has. The geometers say that it is a degenerate cubic. Just
so, tychasm and anancasm are degenerate forms of
agapasm.

Men who seek to reconcile the Darwinian idea with
Christianity will remark that tychastic evolution, like the
agapastic, depends upon a reproductive creation, the forms
preserved being those that use the spontaneity conferred
upon them in such wise as to be drawn into harmony with
their original, quite after the Christian scheme. Very
good! This only shows that just as love cannot have a
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