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	tion, then the man who believes that he will certainly go

straight to heaven when he dies, provided he have fulfilled
certain simple observances in this life, has a cheap pleasure
which will not be followed by the least disappointment.
A similar consideration seems to have weight with many
persons in religious topics, for we frequently hear it said,
"Oh, I could not believe so-and-so, because I should be
wretched if I did." When an ostrich buries its head in the
sand as danger approaches, it very likely takes the happiest
course. It hides the danger, and then calmly says there
is no danger; and, if it feels perfectly sure there is none,
why should it raise its head to see? A man may go through
life, systematically keeping out of view all that might cause
a change in his opinions, and if he only succeeds—basing
his method, as he does, on two fundamental psychological
laws—I do not see what can be said against his doing so.
It would be an egotistical impertinence to object that his
procedure is irrational, for that only amounts to saying
that his method of settling belief is not ours. He does not
propose to himself to be rational, and indeed, will often
talk with scorn of man's weak and illusive reason. So let
him think as he pleases.

But this method of fixing belief, which may be called
the method of tenacity, will be unable to hold its ground
in practice. The social impulse is against it. The man
who adopts it will find that other men think differently from
him, and it will be apt to occur to him in some saner moment
that their opinions are quite as good as his own, and this
will shake his confidence in his belief. This conception,
that another man's thought or sentiment may be equivalent
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