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in Egypt, and in Europe—have many of them a sublimity
hardly more than rivaled by the greatest works of Nature.
And, except the geological epochs, there are no periods of
time so vast as those which are measured by some of these
organized faiths. If we scrutinize the matter closely, we
shall find that there has not been one of their creeds which
has remained always the same; yet the change is so slow
as to be imperceptible during one person's life, so that individual
belief remains sensibly fixed. For the mass of
mankind, then, there is perhaps no better method than this.
If it is their highest impulse to be intellectual slaves, then
slaves they ought to remain.

But no institution can undertake to regulate opinions
upon every subject. Only the most important ones can be
attended to, and on the rest men's minds must be left to
the action of natural causes. This imperfection will be
no source of weakness so long as men are in such a state
of culture that one opinion does not influence another—that
is, so long as they cannot put two and two together.
But in the most priest-ridden states some individuals will
be found who are raised above that condition. These men
possess a wider sort of social feeling; they see that men in
other countries and in other ages have held to very different
doctrines from those which they themselves have been
brought up to believe; and they cannot help seeing that it
is the mere accident of their having been taught as they
have, and of their having been surrounded with the manners
and associations they have, that has caused them to believe
as they do and not far differently. And their candor cannot
resist the reflection that there is no reason to rate their
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