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	form knowledge, but never originate it, unless it be fed

with facts of observation. He thus missed the most essential
point of the Cartesian philosophy, which is, that to
accept propositions which seem perfectly evident to us is
a thing which, whether it be logical or illogical, we cannot
help doing. Instead of regarding the matter in this way,
he sought to reduce the first principles of science to formulas
which cannot be denied without self-contradiction, and was
apparently unaware of the great difference between his
position and that of Descartes. So he reverted to the old
formalities of logic, and, above all, abstract definitions
played a great part in his philosophy. It was quite natural,
therefore, that on observing that the method of Descartes
labored under the difficulty that we may seem to ourselves
to have clear apprehensions of ideas which in truth are
very hazy, no better remedy occurred to him than to require
an abstract definition of every important term. Accordingly,
in adopting the distinction of clear and distinct
notions, he described the latter quality as the clear apprehension
of everything contained in the definition; and the
books have ever since copied his words. There is no danger
that his chimerical scheme will ever again be over-valued.
Nothing new can ever be learned by analyzing definitions.
Nevertheless, our existing beliefs can be set in order by this
process, and order is an essential element of intellectual
economy, as of every other. It may be acknowledged,
therefore, that the books are right in making familiarity
with a notion the first step toward clearness of apprehension,
and the defining of it the second. But in omitting
all mention of any higher perspicuity of thought, they
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