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The principles set forth in the first of these papers lead,
at once, to a method of reaching a clearness of thought of
a far higher grade than the "distinctness" of the logicians.
We have there found that the action of thought is excited
by the irritation of doubt, and ceases when belief is attained;
so that the production of belief is the sole function
of thought. All these words, however, are too strong for
my purpose. It is as if I had described the phenomena
as they appear under a mental microscope. Doubt and
Belief, as the words are commonly employed, relate to
religious or other grave discussions. But here I use them
to designate the starting of any question, no matter how
small or how great, and the resolution of it. If, for instance,
in a horse-car, I pull out my purse and find a five-cent
nickel and five coppers, I decide, while my hand is
going to the purse, in which way I will pay my fare. To
call such a question Doubt, and my decision Belief, is certainly
to use words very disproportionate to the occasion.
To speak of such a doubt as causing an irritation which
needs to be appeased, suggests a temper which is uncomfortable
to the verge of insanity. Yet, looking at the matter
minutely, it must be admitted that, if there is the least
hesitation as to whether I shall pay the five coppers or the
nickel (as there will be sure to be, unless I act from some
previously contracted habit in the matter), though irritation
is too strong a word, yet I am excited to such small mental
activity as may be necessary to deciding how I shall act.
Most frequently doubts arise from some indecision, however











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Chance,_love,_and_logic_-_philosophical_essays_(IA_chancelovelogicp00peir_0).pdf/80&oldid=11099815"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:13
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:13.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








