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	ceive it there must be some continuity of consciousness

which makes the events of a lapse of time present to us.
We certainly only perceive the air by hearing the separate
notes; yet we cannot be said to directly hear it, for we hear
only what is present at the instant, and an orderliness of
succession cannot exist in an instant. These two sorts of
objects, what we are immediately conscious of and what
we are mediately conscious of, are found in all consciousness.
Some elements (the sensations) are completely present
at every instant so long as they last, while others (like
thought) are actions having beginning, middle, and end,
and consist in a congruence in the succession of sensations
which flow through the mind. They cannot be immediately
present to us, but must cover some portion of the past or
future. Thought is a thread of melody running through
the succession of our sensations.

We may add that just as a piece of music may be written
in parts, each part having its own air, so various systems
of relationship of succession subsist together between the
same sensations. These different systems are distinguished
by having different motives, ideas, or functions. Thought
is only one such system; for its sole motive, idea, and function
is to produce belief, and whatever does not concern
that purpose belongs to some other system of relations.
The action of thinking may incidentally have other results.
It may serve to amuse us, for example, and among dilettanti
it is not rare to find those who have so perverted thought
to the purposes of pleasure that it seems to vex them to
think that the questions upon which they delight to exercise
it may ever get finally settled; and a positive discovery
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