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conception the same as our belief; and we can consequently
mean nothing by wine but what has certain effects, direct
or indirect, upon our senses; and to talk of something as
having all the sensible characters of wine, yet being in
reality blood, is senseless jargon. Now, it is not my object
to pursue the theological question; and having used it as
a logical example I drop it, without caring to anticipate
the theologian's reply. I only desire to point out how impossible
it is that we should have an idea in our minds
which relates to anything but conceived sensible effects of
things. Our idea of anything is our idea of its sensible
effects; and if we fancy that we have any other we deceive
ourselves, and mistake a mere sensation accompanying the
thought for a part of the thought itself. It is absurd to say
that thought has any meaning unrelated to its only function.
It is foolish for Catholics and Protestants to fancy
themselves in disagreement about the elements of the sacrament,
if they agree in regard to all their sensible effects,
here or hereafter.

It appears, then, that the rule for attaining the third
grade of clearness of apprehension is as follows: Consider
what effects, which might conceivably have practical bearings,
we conceive the object of our conception to have.
Then, our conception of these effects is the whole of our
conception of the object.



III

Let us illustrate this rule by some examples; and, to
begin with the simplest one possible, let us ask what we
mean by calling a thing hard. Evidently that it will not











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Chance,_love,_and_logic_-_philosophical_essays_(IA_chancelovelogicp00peir_0).pdf/87&oldid=11099826"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:14
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:14.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








