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				This page needs to be proofread.
only a way of confessing that the author despairs of ever
getting a clear notion of what the word means! In a recent
admired work on Analytic Mechanics it is stated
that we understand precisely the effect of force, but what
force itself is we do not understand! This is simply a self-contradiction.
The idea which the word force excites in
our minds has no other function than to affect our actions,
and these actions can have no reference to force otherwise
than through its effects. Consequently, if we know what
the effects of force are, we are acquainted with every fact
which is implied in saying that a force exists, and there is
nothing more to know. The truth is, there is some vague
notion afloat that a question may mean something which the
mind cannot conceive; and when some hair-splitting
philosophers have been confronted with the absurdity of
such a view, they have invented an empty distinction between
positive and negative conceptions, in the attempt to
give their non-idea a form not obviously nonsensical. The
nullity of it is sufficiently plain from the considerations
given a few pages back; and, apart from those considerations,
the quibbling character of the distinction must have
struck every mind accustomed to real thinking.



IV

Let us now approach the subject of logic, and consider
a conception which particularly concerns it, that of reality.
Taking clearness in the sense of familiarity, no idea could
be clearer than this. Every child uses it with perfect confidence,
never dreaming that he does not understand it.
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