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more thorough exploration of the country. Boone and a man named Stewart,
whose fortunes alone concern us now, reached the Red River north of
the Kentucky, where, as they were preparing for the night, they were surprised
by a party of Indians, who made them prisoners, and treated them,
some say with reckless cruelty, others with rude hospitality. In any case,
they were not very securely guarded, for, on the seventh night after their
capture, they managed to get away, and while wandering about in the
woods, they were met by Boone's brother, who had followed his track, and
another adventurer from North Carolina, who had followed the track of the
pioneers through the wilderness.

Cheered by good news from home, and by the companionship of the newcomers,
Boone resumed his explorations
with fresh courage; but a little later he and
Stewart again fell into the hands of Indians.
This time Stewart was scalped, though
Boone escaped and rejoined his brother,
with whom, and the third white man, he
decided to spend the winter in the wilderness,
and collect furs with which to trade
in the spring. The third white man, whose
name does not transpire, shortly afterward
got separated from his companions, and was
never again seen alive. A skeleton and
some pieces of clothing, found long years
afterward near a swamp, are supposed to
have been his, but no details of his fate
were ever discovered.
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BACKWOODSMEN.

In spite of this second tragedy, the brothers carried out their plan. Building
a comfortable log hut to shelter them at night, they spent the days in
hunting game, and when the spring of the ensuing year approached, they
had collected a vast stock of the skins of wild beasts which had fallen beneath
their unerring aim. It was now decided that the elder brother, Squire
Boone, should return to North Carolina for supplies, while Daniel remained
alone in his primitive habitation to protect the peltry and add to the stock.
For three months Daniel wandered about alone, making a tour of observation
to the South, and exploring the country on either side of the Silt and
Green Rivers. On the 27th July, Squire Boone returned and the brothers
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